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Our Mission Statement

Safe and secure in our friendly catholic school
Joyful and happy with Jesus in our hearts
To be the best that we can be

Love and respect for the uniqueness of everyone



Pno.xd,er and Worah.i.p P,olj,uoL

Lntent

At St J.ames the Less RC Primary School, prayer and worship are af the heart of our Catholic life and
mission. While do,sd)& Linked awith the Rdi,gi,om Eduwcation curricuum, prayer and. worﬁh);p are distirct
encpressions of our faith, offering pupils and staff opportunities to encounter Christ, grow in holiness,
mdwhum&%mﬂwh#o{ﬂwcmm

Guided by the Prayer and Liturgy Directory for Catholic Schools, we aim to ensure that every child and
adult is irwited into full, conscious, .and active participation in prayer and Liturgy, appropriate to their
age and understanding. Prayer and worship permeate owr school community, shaping owr ethos,
,sh‘m,gﬂ'\mngow pﬂrhﬁu&hpwxﬂxwmwuipcnﬁh MWWWQM%WMWMAUM
and service.

Thr,oug}x prauer and. w/or/ship AR
o Prowide maried o,p,porﬁmiiim 410;’ bhoth comumunal wor/ship and ,p,ar/s,oml prayer.
e  Erurich the ﬁpu,liu,al J.,L{z of p,upxl/s and staff., encouraging awe, reverence, and on.

o Encourage pupil leadership and active irwolvement in planning, preparing, and leading prayer and.
Liturgy.

o Celebrate and strengthen the partnership between home, school, and parish.

o FErsure prayer and wonsl'up are inclusive, rzzspui{ul of all present, and rooted in the Catholic
trodition.

Objectives
Through prayer and Liturgy we seck £o:
e Deepen each child's awareness of God's presence and lowe.
e Foster o sense of helonging within the school, parish, and wider Church community.
e Culbivate respect for sacred places, times, objects, and actions.
e Dewelop appreciation of silence, stillness, and reflection s forms of prayer.
e Prowide a firm foundation in the liturgical Life of the Church, following the rhythm of the
e Introduce pupils to the richness of Catholic traditions and derotions.

o Lnspire Gospel-centred living, encouraging pupils to follow Jesus” example in word and. action.



PDO.AA,QJ‘ and wor,s)m'.p at St J.ames the Less will take diverse forms — Celehration of the Word, dﬂxh&
lassroom prayer, meditation, silence, and seasonal liturgies — ensuring that .all pupils encounter Christ,
grow m{@tﬂm an,darz,sm,forﬂxto aitness to tthozspAmﬂwlrth.

What it Looks like in our school

Pncug,@r and wor/s}up #rm the heartheat ;o& o week at St J.ames the Less RC Prm,an& School. Foll,owm,g,
the guidance of the Prayer and Liturgy Directory, our prosvision is regular, varied, inclusive, and rooted
in the Catholic tradition.

e  Monday - Whole School Celebration of the Word
We hegin each aueek gathered together as a school family to listen to the Word of God. Scripture is
proclaimed, reflected upon, and applied to owr Lives. This celebration provides the foundation for

. Dw.in,g the Week - Class Prag,e.r and Wons}ulp
Each class celebrates at least one Celebration of the Waord, planned around Scripture and the

lxiurg,tml)gmr Along&dzﬂ’ws pwl&mpumoﬂwu{ormo{pnuyf ).ndudu\,g
o meditation and stillness,

o reflective and spontaneous prayer,
o moments of silence, and
o traditional Catholic prayers and devotions.

T hese times ;o{ prayer are /sxmplz age- appropriai‘z, and fpo,ster bhoth Parhup,ahon and reverence. As
children mature, they are encouraged. to take a greater role in preparing, leading, and reflecting on
these celebrations, in J@mpmg with the Dirﬁ,cton&'/s call for M conscious, and active participation.

. Frj..d.a% - Go;spzl Rz,pu‘iion and Go Forth Mu;m.g,z
At the end of the ueek, the Gospel is proclaimed onver the T.anoy system. This provides the whole

,sdwoolwiﬂ\a/s}wrz,dmomioérzﬂzoﬁon, d,rmum,gattanhonib Wmmmgzoéjmundhow e
can Live it out. The “Go Forth” challenge reminds wus that proyer and Liturgy are not only celebrated
but Lived, /smdingu/s,ouiinmi/s&,on,ondwm,ce.

Through this rhythm of whole school. class, and personal prayer, we ensure that every child has regular
opportunities to encounter Christ, grow in faith, and Live the Gospel in daily life.

Prg;g and Liburgy - Legal RQM' ements

Inhnzwiﬂxﬁtomibnémquirmmbs, allpupil&mmttakzpartinadailgado{worﬁ}mp. T}wsmm&takz
place at any point during the school day and may be celebrated as a whole- school gathering or within
smaller Groups., a,c,oording to the reeds ,04 the Lomxmn).b&

As a A/Joluntan& aided Catholic school, St Peter's IeCognises that wor/ship s more than a Lag,al obti.,g,ahon:
it is the heartheat of owr Catholic Life and mission. Guided by the Prayer .and Liturgy Directory, e



understand. what is commonly referred to in legislation as “collective worship” in the specifically Catholic
serse of prayer and liturgy. This is central to the identity of the school and is the responsibility of the
Go;wernm,g Bod%, exercised in consultation with the Headteacher, to ensure that it is ,pr,om',dzd in
accordance with the rites, practices, and norms of the Catholic Church.

Parents and carers retain the right to withdrow their child from participation in prayer and liturgy. Any
such request should be made in writing to the Headteacher. While respecting this right, we affirm that

proyer and liturgy are fundamental to the formation and daily experience of owr pupils, shaping hoth the
zﬂw/soéﬂmﬁdmoolan,dﬂm/spirm dzjvd,opnwd: o{ﬂ'\z,oommwub&.

Our C,onuwu'h&

Prayer and Liturgy at St J.aames the Less are strengthened through the active irwolvement of owr parish and
families. Parishioners and parents are warmly irwited to join us in celebrating Masses and liturgical events,
ensuring that worship is a shared expression of faith across generations. We also host Js,pwal Masses for Local
parishioners, where we come together in prayer and then extend owr hospitality by serving tea afterwards,
deepening owr sense of fellowship and serwvice. Parishioners also play a special role as proyer sponsors for
children preparing fo receive the Sacraments, supporting them ihr,ough proer and. wmniplz Each ferm, we welcome
families into school for ‘Pray and Stay” gatherings, creating opportunities to pray together, reflect, and nurture the
bond hetwgen home, school, and parish. Owr commitment to awider communiby Links is also seen in the
A:oxmm,s,si,o,rung,,o#ourpupild\aplum, Auho wzﬁudommmnuiaépwglMaﬁﬁcz&bruiedwﬁhch@pluinﬁ
from across our custer of schools, affirming bhoth their service and owr shared Catholic identity.

Recordi

The 142. of proyer and JJJ:A.U‘% Jwithin owr school is recorded. and celehrated. in .a wariety of ways, ,md)udin.g
e RE pol.dzr/s swhich capture ,pl,ams prayers, and. LoNns.

o Displays and collections of pupils contributions, including written prayers, arhwork, reflections, and
photogrophs.
o The aeekly achool newsletter, wwhere the prayer focus is shared with the wider achool community.
o The school website, which highlights key celebrations and provides a window into our prayer and worship
life.
Monitoring

Prw&zr and. Libur% are rzg,ularlg monitored. and evaluated. to ensure ﬂ'\ﬁ% are n\za,rww inclusive, and in k.ezpu’ug.
with the Church’s liturgical norms. Monitoring includes obsermation of worship, review of planning, and. resources,
and. the collection of {zzdbada from pupxlzs staff and. GONRINOrA. This process focuses not onl,g On. provision buk
also on impact, mm;ldznng how prayer and liiur% foster /s,pxnm,al ,gnowi'h and engagement across the school
conumunidy. Finding;s are rzp,ortzd to the headteachers and GONRINOrA. and. wsed to inform future development.
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CELEBRATION ¥ A2 o
OF THE WORD __i‘. &

Date Theme

Prepared by

1.SCRIPTURE {Listen)

2.5ACRED S5PACE (Inciuding Gathering!

3. 5YMBOL AND SYMBOLIC ACTION

4. SILENCE

5.5ENSES

6. SPEAK TO GOD IN PRAYER {including Going Forth)

How did it go?




SIGNS
AND

SYMBOLS

Postures and gestures

Bread and Wine
Water

Oil

Light(candle)

Altar

Alpha and Omega
Anointing

Ashes
Blessing
Bowing
Cross
Dove

Flowers

Fire
Genuflecting
Holy water
Incense

Kiss

Laying of hands
Light, dark
Mountain

Music

Paintings
Prostrating
Rosary beads
Silence

Sitting

Standing

Space

Sign of peace
Sign of the Cross
Stained glass
Stations of the Cross
Statues
Vestments
Wheat

Washing feet



Always include:

A passage of scripture
THE WORD OF GOD

It might be a story or just one line!

IDEAS FOR CLASSROOM PRAYER

Tidlt:

« HRemember.. liturgy just

happens!
#« [t's not alesson or an
assembly.
# Leteverything speak for

it=elft
# Prepare and explain!

Choose a line frorm a Psalrm
For example:

A pure heart create forme O God
Help me to be kind

A pure heart create forme O God
Help me to be friendly

A pure heart create forme O God
Help me to be thoughtful

A pure heart create forme O God
Help me to be caring

A pure heart create for me O God

Prayer focus resources

Candle

Bible

Cloths (green, red, purple, blue, white or gold)
Statue

Picture or statue of your school patron

lcon

Rosary beads

Feely cross

Incense or Diffuser sticks Small basket
Age appropriate prayer book Bell

Blank book for pupils own prayers  Bowl for water

YouTube: great resources. Search for
meditations, animated Bible stories, film
clips.

Pass a feely cross around:

Thank you God for... Please
bless...
Look after...

Or repeat a short phrase 3 times:
1love you Jesus  x3

Thank you God for my friends x3
Look after me today x3

We pray for...the sick
those who are lonely

peace
That...

Lord in your mercy; Hear our prayer

SILENCE

Teach it! Practice it! Don't
presume it will just happen!

Most importanthy. JOIN IN!
Don't be a spectator!

As role models, we have something
wonderful to share.

Our pupils value and appreciate this.




6 ELEMENTS OF LITURGY
FORA

CELEBRATION

O\ 2 o
OF THE WORD  /ggeaiss - as

1.SCRIPTURE

Always read something from the Bible.
It is God speaking to us!
it could be a story, a parable

or a short verse or line. 2. SYMBOL
We become closer to God through

o signs and symbols.
D/ Have something to look at,
= display a colour,
3. SPEAK to GOD and let everyone take part in symbolic action.

Pray! This is speaking to God.
It might be a prayer you already know,

one you have written, or one from a
book. 4. SILENCE

A little quiet time gives us the opportunity
to speak to God quietly in the silence of
5. SENSES our hearts.
Q

LISTEN to; prayer, scripture, music.
SEE; candles and a symbol e

TOUCH; a feely cross, Holy Water m
SMELL,; incense, candle “

These help us create a sacred space and

become closer to God.

6. SACRED SPACE

Create a special space for your Liturgy.
Sit together, get rid of books and water
bottles! Move furniture.




Twelve well known
Bible stories

.
| —
1. The Lost Sheep

When we do wrong, we turn away from God. But he wants us to come
back to him.

2. Zacchaeus
God loves sinners. He would like them to be sorry and make good what
they have done.

3. The man who came in through the roof God can do anything!

4. Jesus feeds the 5000
He does wonderful things. He really cares for us!

5. The Good Samaritan
You should put aside your differences and help anyone in need.

6. Jesus heals Blind Bartimaeus God rewards true faith in Him.

7. The Prodigal Son
We can all be forgiven, whatever we have done. God celebrates when

we seek forgiveness.

8. lairus’' Daughter Shows the power of God.

9. The Widow's offering
Shows her humble love for the Lord and teaches us the true meaning of

giving.

10. The Mustard Seed  How the kingdom of heaven will grow.

11. Jesus goes fishing Always trust in the power of Jesus.

12. The ten lepers  It's important to say Thank you'



20 Themes for

Class
Celebrations

of the Word

1. Love each other
2. Help us to share
3. Being Sorry

4. Working hard

5. Helping others

6. Forgiveness

& Trustin God

9. Being good followers

10 Saying ‘thank you.’
11. Don't argue

12. Friends with God
13. Thanks for Creation

14.. Care for Creation

15. The poor
16. For Peace
17. Those who are sick

18. Children in need

19. The elderly

20. Those who have died 1 Thessalonians 4:13,14,17

e

Isaiah 58:3-8

Acts 2 :44-47
Matthew 3:2-6
Romans 12:8, 10-13
lsaiah 58:3,4,7,8
Colossians 3:12-13
Romans 12 :6-8
Luke 12:6-7
Philippians 3:8-10
Colossians 3:16-17
Isaiah 58;9-11

Titus 3:4-7

John 4:35-36

Mark 4:26-28

Isaiah 58;3-8

Romans 12:10,13,18
leremiah 30:10-17
Mark 5:22-24, 35-43

Luke 2: 23

¥ 0

A

1 Thessalonians 5:12-17
Luke 3:10-11
loel 2:12-13
Luke 19:12-22
Romans 8:16-20
Luke 17:3-4
Psalm 150:2-6
Luke12:27-28
Psalm 14; 2-3
Luke 17:11-19
Mark 9:33-35
Titws 15:15-17
Genesis 1:1-3
Mark:4:30-33
Psalm 71:12-14
lohn 14:27
Mark 2:1-6,11,12
Mark 10:13-16
lohn 15:25-27

Mark 9:33-35



SIMPLE

‘CIRCLE TIME’
PRAYERS ﬁa
< T'S < .
PRAYERS TO SAY 3 TIMES FEELY CROSS PRAYERS

Jesus | love you

Jesus watch over me
Jesus I am sorry

Jesus you are special
Jesus be with us today

Loving God thank you for
making me

Loving God please bless me
Father you are wonderful
Father look after me

Hail Mary, full of grace
Holy Family pray for us
Loving Lord watch over us

Loving Lord be with us

Jesus | am sorry for...

Jesus show me the way to...
Jesus I'd like to tell you...
Jesus you are...

Loving Lord please look after...
Loving God thank you for...

Loving God you are wonderful
because...

Heavenly Father please bless...

Father please watch
over...

Heavenly Fatheryouare ...
Loving Lord help me to...

Loving Father please...

Father in Heaven please look after.



Ways to start a
prayer

Loving...God/Father/Lord God/Father/Lord of all...
Almighty... Creation
All powerful Compassion
Compassionate Comfort
Creator Consolation
Divine The Earth
Everlasting Forgiveness
Eternal Healing
Faithful sstice
Forgivin
‘BIVINg Light
Heavenly
) Mercy
Healing _
Might
Holy
Kind Power
Merciful Refuge
Saving Peace
Understanding Trust
Wisdom
Eg. Eg.
Almighty and Everlasting God God of all compassion
Merciful Lord Lord of all light
Loving Father Father of all Creation

If the prayer is directed to the Father: # Through our Lord lesus Christ, your Son, who
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ewer...

If it s directed to the Father, but the Son is mentioned at the end: = 'Whao lives and
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever._.
If it is directed to the Son: » Whao live and reign with God the Father in the wnity of the Holy

Spirit, one God, for ever and ever...
GIREA 54




| MEDITATION
IN CLASS

1. NATURE MEDITATION

Eeflect on the wonders of God's creation.

2. VIDEO MEDITATION

Allow images and sounds to fake you closer fo God.

3. IMAGINITIVE PRAYER

Fut yourself in the scene. Be close to Jesus!

4. DAILY EXAMEN

Take a couple of minutes at the end of the day...

s. ART MEDITATION

Colowr an icon and listen to a passage of Scripture. What words or phrases do
vou notice! What is God saying fo you?

6. SCRIPTURAL MEDITATION

Reflect on a short possage from the Bible. Take your fime and share your
thoughts with God.

7. STATIONS OF THE CROS5

At each Stafion, think about what Jesus has done for us.

&. LECTIO DIVINA

Listen to the Word of God 2 or 3 times. What do you notice?
What is God saying fo you?

9. THE ROSARY

Fray a decade of the Rosary and think about lesus’ life and what message

He might be qiving fo youl
l @u L2




OPPORTUNITIES FOR
CLASS PRAYER

IN THE

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION DIRECTORY L.

EYFS

The words and actions of the sign of the cross:
“Imi the name of the Father, and of the 5on and of the Haly Spirit. Amen’.

Simple ‘circle time ° prayers, repeated 3 times:
God made me.
God loves me.
God loves everyone.
God made the wonderful world.
God is love.
lesus look after me.
Look after God's warld.
| am sorry Jesus.
Eey religious words and phrases from Scripture, hymns, and prayers.
Listen attentively and respond to Bible and religious stories
Exzpress themselves when responding to songs and hiymns they hawe listened to and learned.
Say sorry.
Shake hamds to share peace with their friemds.
Repeat and enjoy phrases from Scripture, including psalms and hymns.
Sing and perform a range of rhymes, songs, and new and traditional hymns
YEAR 1
Reflect the Our Father and the opening words of the Creed
Hear and join in Hail Mary
Some simple words, actions, and symbols from the Ash Wednesday liturgy and the Palm Sunday
liturgy.
The words of the "Glory Be” prayer.

An age-appropriate hymn referencing the Holy Spirit.

YEAR 2

Pzalms are prayers of praise to God

Some words of Mary's prayer, the Magnificat

How water is usad as a symbaol of a new start in the Sacrament of Baptism.

How Catholics say sorry to God in prayers:

Act of Sorrow (Contrition)

Asking for forgiveness in the 'Our Father”

A simple Examen or an act of sorrow and in the Penitential rite, for example, the Kyrie Eleison (Lord
hawve Mercy).

Some simple words, actions, and symbaols of the Easter Vigil, focusing on light and water.

Christians pray to the Holy Spirit for help |'"Come Holy Spirit’).



YEAR 3

Extracts from a psalm of Creation.
How the praise of Creation is expressed im the prayer and Liturgy of the Church
Eg sFrancis's Canticle of the Creatures; the Offertory prayers; a Prayer for our Earth in Laudato S').

How Catholics use some signs, actions, prayers, and symbals to celebrate Mass, e.g., the sign of the
cross, bells, the Eyrie Eleison prayer, etc.

Hear some of the responses Catholics say at Mass, focusing on the Liturgy of the Word.

How Adwvent hymns celebrate lesus as the coming Messiah (e.g., O Little town of Bethlehem; Long
ago prophets knew; O come, divine Messiah; O come, O come Emmanuel).

Our Father

Some prayers and responses Catholics say during Mass.

Some prayers and responses Catholics sing during the Eucharistic Prayer.
Some ways people celebrate their first Eucharist {First Holy Communion).
Signm of the Cross

YEAR 4

Age-appropriate extracts from prayers of faith in God from the Catholic tradition. {For example, Ps
40:1, the 5t Therese prayer, ‘May today there be peace within', 5t lJohn Henry Newman's ‘Mission of my
Life", Bl Charles de Foucauld's “Prayer of Abandonment.”)

“He will come again in glory” from the Micene Creed.

The Apostles Creed

Some Marian prayers or hymns, e g., Hail Mary, the Angelus, the Rosary, the Magnificat, Awe Maria.

YEAR 5

Some words of Psalm 23 to speak or sing.
O Antiphons

0 come O come Emmanuel

The loyful Mysteries of the Rosary
PFrayers of Petition

Cur Father

Virtues of Faith, hope and love

What the ashes on Ash Wednesday symbolise.
A simple examen and/or act of contrition.
The Sorrowtul Mysteries of the Rosary.

‘Come Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithiful® prayer.

YEAR &

Micene Creed
kagnificat

Stations of the Cross

Act of Faith. Hope and



A PROGRESION
OF
CLASS LITURGIES

it

Listen to scripture

o . # Az soon o5 puplls ore oble,
Take part in circle prayer with help

allow them to prepare,
Participate in short periods of silence Iead and pray
independently,
YEAR 1 assisting only where needed.

Lay out altar with help

Listen to scripture

Take part in circle prayer with help
Participate in short periods of silence.

YEAR 2

Lay out altar

Help select and read scripture

Make up own circle prayer

Increasing comfort with periods of silence

YEAR 3

Lay out altar with some guidance.

Select theme for scripture.

Make own circle prayer and use symbals.
Spend time in silence.

YEAR 4

Set up altar independently

Prepare reading and psalm {help may be given)
Improvise circle prayer.

Select prayers for use

Using ICT, select images to be used for reflection.

YEAR 5/6

Set wp altar independently, being increasingly creative.

Select reading and prayers from a variety of sources |Bible, books, workbooks, web etc.)
Compose prayers in different styles to match given needs.

Match prayers and readings with a given theme.

Prayers become increasing ly detailed in what they are asking for, the reasons why,

and what they want the outcome to be.

Create ICT aids (eg powerpoints/photostory)

Search for visual aids( eg from a bank of Youtube videos / Google image,/CADOD resources)
Invent own symbolic actions.

Spend increasing amounts of time in silence.



