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Our Mission Statement

Safe and secure in our friendly catholic school
Joyful and happy with Jesus in our hearts
To be the best that we can be

Love and respect for the uniqueness of everyone

TMWD{EMWM@W@WD{WEmmmmmizzﬁszzl%bpﬂxmﬁpuchmd
writing, and to listen with understanding. All pupils in our school are entitled to a full, stimulating,
and well- striwctured cwrricdum. The children's skills are dz)\/dopad w;ﬂ‘xmwxmi’zgraizd programme

of speaking and. listening, reading and writing, and extended through other areas of the curriculum.



English Intent
e To p,nomoi:ahigh standards ;o{ E,mgii/sh b%promding children with .an mr)u::hmg and
ambitious English curriculum;
° F;orpwpil/sbo bzmn@duxtandm;npzfznim&pokznlawmmm}gﬁbﬂﬁ therefore
underpinning the development for reading and writing:
® To foster a love of reading within school, ensuring all pupils are confident, fluent and
expressive readers, to support them in theur forthcoming education.
We aspire for English learners ak St J.aames the Less RC Primary to leave owr school as competent
in the ark of speaking, lusi:umm.g reading, and wriking, WMQMWMD{WMWQ
essential ko participate fully as a member of sociehy.

Our aim is to provide a brood and bhalanced. E,mgii/sh e conering fiction, non-fiction and
poetry from Reception - Year 6. All classes explore a wide range of authors, genres and diversity
through class nowels, which are appropriately selected to challenge the pupils and excpose them to
terts and authors that they may not consider themselves. Through owr well- struchured English
curricuum, we aim to develop children culturally, emotionally, intellectwally, socially and spiritually.

Statutory Requirements

m://aﬁﬁd&M’ i JSUNLCP_%J_ONMk/%gNUﬂmmt/ggQiQﬂdﬁ/l_ﬁg(y_&i;@m /ggglgadﬁ/gﬁ_ﬂgbm@i data /4/_112/
335186 /PRIMARY _national curricuum = _English 230714 pdf

E&glg’@ Im_plgmggiﬁg on

AL St James the Less, owr English curricuum has been denveloped hased on the Early Learning Goals
in Foundation Stage (Appendinx 1), and the National Curriculum R0I4 in Key Stages | and &. With
guidance from the Curriculum with Unity Schools Partnership (CUSP) suppork materials, all English
teaching and learning is sequential, progressive and ambitious following the CUSP teaching sequence
for Reading and Writing. Throughout each teaching sequence, we ensure that all children are given
the opportunity to continuously develop their speaking and Listening, reading and writing skills. There
mﬂmmpuytah)onﬂwaiﬂ'\w;skdlﬁ (i]akandi,rzd:h&p’omﬂ\el\lc andbrokﬂldpummbo»sm#oldzd
learning) are then applied and practised across the wider curriculum. Teachers differentiate according
o the needs of the pupils and use adaptive teaching strategies, immediate internvention and flexible
groupings to support the needs of .all children. Infernentions are planned for targeted support if
needed.

Computing is used where ik enhances, extends and complements English feaching and learning. Any
work completed on Google Classroom is to be printed and recorded in English books, so the sequence
of lmrmn,g, is evident. Additional adults are used to support the i’md'ung of Engli,sh. TJ’w?} Work
under the guidance of the teacher with small groups of children or individuwals.

Spoken Language

ALStJ.ames the Less, all children need to he able to: communicate effectively, speaking with increasing
confidence, clarity and fluency: participale in discussions and debate in a variety of contents; listen
fo the wmiews, opinions and ideas of others with increased. interest; articulate ideas and thoughts
clearly with appropriate tone and socabulary recognising audience; respond. to guestions and
opinions appropriakely; retell stories and poems which are known by heart and .ask questions with



https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/335186/PRIMARY_national_curriculum_-_English_220714.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/335186/PRIMARY_national_curriculum_-_English_220714.pdf

Teachers and other adults in school model speaking clearly. This incuudes cear diction, reasoned

argument, ww@z@&WWmAwo{SWAEW Listening is
modelled, as is the appropriate use of non-wverbal communication, respecting the views of others.

Ap,_'goadw,s to ,CLQN,Q,LO_'Q ép,_ok,an /_lggig)_ugggg:

Participating in discussion and debate

Book talk

Talk for wriking

Retelling stories and poems

Expressing opinions and justifying ideas

Listening o stories read aloud

Taking part in school performances

Responding to different kinds of texts

Listening fo ideas and opinions of adults and peers
Use dramatic techniques, including work in role to explore ideas and texts
W orking collaboratively on an inwvestigation

Read,
As a school, we recognise the key importance of reading to unlock the school curricuum for all, to
enable children to step through doors into imaginary worlds and experience times gone by. As readers,
children at St J.ames the Less will hecome lifelong learners who have a lonve of hooks and Literature,
auhich il uihmaid)& enrich their Lives.

AL St James the Less, we aim to develop positive attitudes towards reading so that it is a pleasurable
and meaningful activity: use reading skills as an integral part of learning throughout the curricuum;
read and respond to a wariety of texts whilst gaining increased lewvel of [luency, accuracy.
independence and understanding; develop different strategies for approaching reading and be able to
orchestrate the full range of strafegies.

Approaches to reading:

Teach daly systematic, synthetic phonics teaching from the start of Reception (read in conjunchion
Shared reading during English lessons

Daaily awheole class Reading sessions wsing the CUSP support materials (Y3 - 6)

Shared reading, echo reading, partner reading, independent reading

Home reading

Reading in other areas of the curriculum

Accelerated Reader to assess reading abilities and comprehension of texts (Y3 - 76)

Provide a stimulating reading erwironment with a range of fiction and non- fiction fexts

A Literature spine that has heen harmonised with the wider curriculum, where appropricte



Reading Sessions

Year & - 6 engage in daily Reading sessions. In these sessions, the children will be explicitly taught
reading skills and strategies to enable them to approach different reading tasks: language meaning,
retrienve key details efficiently and effectively, summarise, perform, make meaning of the test,
thematic and structural understanding, authorial intent, comparison and connection, reading
hehaviours and personal response. The Literature spine has heen carefully mapped ouk ko ensure that
the appropriate and suitable breadth of excperiences, authors, texts and themes, whilst harmonising
with the awider curriculum are addressed across the Primary Curriculum.

Home RM‘ L

Pupils select ferts under the guidance of the teacher [for independent and home/school reading.
Reading at home is regarded as a wvital part of reading development. Parents are encouraged to hear
their child. read every day and respond to theur child's reading through Home-School Reading Record
Books (EYFS - Yrk). When children’s reading becomes more fluent and independent, they are
encouraged to read independently and record the pages that they have read themselnes in theur reading

record.

Accelerated Reader

AlL children in KSA complete the Star Reader Assessment quiz four times a year (September, December,
April and July). When this assessment has heen completed, these results will outline their reading age
and their Zone of Promimal Development (ZPD). The ZPD will be shared awith each child. The children
will select appropriate hooks within their ZPD, and. he encouraged to read a range of different genres
within theur range. After a child has finished reading a hook, they will complete a quig to assess their
comprehension and understanding. Teachers will monitor the wse of this programme.

Reading Frequency

EYFS - Children take home a picture hook to develop oral story telling. Once children are secure
blending CVC words, they will take home an appropriate hook.

Books changed awhen needed (read in conjunction with the phonics and early reading policy).
Children are heard read weekly by a staff member (including the guided session during RWI - read
in conj lon with the phonics and early reading policy).

KSI - Books are changed awhen needed (read. in conjunchion with the phonics and early reading policy).
Children are heard read weekly by a staff member (including the guided session during RWI - read
in conj lon with the phonics and early reading policy).

Bottorn &0% wof readers also read with TA/CT daily.

KS& - Chidren change hooks for themselnves when completed .and after taking the AR quiz.

Botton &0% of readers also read with TA/CT daily. Children listened to read during the taught
Reading sessions each day. Where needed, infernentions .are put in place to support reading and
identified on the Class Internvention Map.



\/\/n_tﬂ&g,

AL St James the Less, children should learn to: write in different contents and for different purposes
and audiences; be increasingly aware of the corwentions of writing, including grammar, punchwation
and spelling: plan, draft and edit theur awriting to suit the purpose; use technology to present work
and manipulate tent; form letters correctly, leading to a fluent, joined and legible handuwriting shyle,
giving increasing regard to presentation. Teachers promote writing and Look for ways ko inspire and.
motivate pupils so that they see themselves as writers’.

A»p.p.r;oadmm to wr);im%

Oral story telling

Emergent writing

Guided write with a small group:

Shared writing:

Independent awriting:

Writing in different curriculum areas;

Grammar and. punctuation starter activities daily;
Handuwriting practice.

Emergent Writing

The Reception year is vital in Laying the foundations ko writing, setting children up for fubure siuccess.
Pencils and paper are available for all children in different areas in and ouk of the classroom,
exposing children to writing opportunities through continuouws provision. Teachers and Teaching
Assistants demonstrate drawing and writing through play. Handwriting and writing are bhoth .also
taught discretely during lessons to all children (read in conjunction with the handwriting policy).

Guided Writing

In response to teacher assessment, the Class Teacher or Teaching Assistant will work closely with a
targeted group of children to create a short piece of writing together. This is to mone their writing
forward and target next steps.

Shared V\/rmgg
During Writing lessons, feachers will model writing for the children at the appropriate level. Other

opportunities for shared writing (short writing opportunities) are embedded throughout the English
wurit and other areas of the curriculum.

Independent Writing



At the end of each English unit, .all children will complete an independent piece of writing in the same
gzru‘z/xsbglz. This erables feachers to assess what skills they can apply independent of the teacher.

Grammar and Puncbuation
Grammrmmdpwmduoii@nzskiﬂ»sarziawg)ﬁihrowghada&b&wmmx@mionniihzﬁiario{ﬁm
Engli/shlmszson. dew&mdd}wwmgppl%ihmmng@\wmghwﬁwrw.

S pelling
InEYFS .and KSI, spelling is taught through systematic, synthetic phonics (read in conjunchion with
the phonics and reading policy). Y& to Y6 use CUSP Spelling as a hasis for their planning for the
feaching of spelling. At St J.ames the Less, we aim for all children to spell high frequency words
correctly and age appropriate words from the statutory word Lists.

Sp.dling, Homework

Spellings are sent home .on a weekly hasis linked to the spelling strategies and key words taught in
class that week. The Spelling Frame programme is used by children in KS o embed spelling rules
and parents are encouraged fo wse this resource at home. Spellings are tested online in KS& using the
Spelling Frame programme and throughout year groups the application of spelling in day-to-day
classwork is monitored. by the feacher.

Handuwriting

Children in Reception are taught how to form the letters that correspond to the Read, Write, Inc
Phonics Programme. In Year |, the children are then introdiced to the curly 'k, preparing children
for cursive handwriting. ALl children, Reception to Year 6, are exposed fo discrete handwriting
sessions (read in conjunchion with the Handwriting Policy outlining the handwriting modules).
Teachers use the Letter Join Scheme to support their teaching. Lt is excpected that all members of staff.
class feachers and teaching assistants, model the school handwriting style at all times ie. when
writing on the hoard or in children's hooks. Read. in conjunchion with the Phonics and Early Reading

Pplw& and Handwn;iin% P;olio&.

Writing Equipment

AlL Key Stage | pupils use pencils when writing. Pens are introduced to children in Year 3 in the
autumn term. The aim is to use generic BIC hiro pens in Key Stage &, although specific individuals
may use other pens and/or grips, to support their fine motor skills. AL mistakes are to be crossed out
with one line using a ruler. Rulers stark being introduced in Year | fo help develop this skill.

Assessment Rz;c,ondm% and Rzpo,rhn.g,

Ammmzmdzmmwiﬂmﬂ\zﬁdwolmmpow.

Records of progress kept for each child:
*  Reading record and comments (EVFS & KSI aueekly, KSR hottom 0% of readers)
*  Marking ladders used af the end of each writing unik
*  Phonics tracking in EYFS, KSI .and KS& children identified for the catch-up curriculum



» KSQ Accelerated Reader Assessment

*  Accelerated Reading Quizzes (KSJ)

*  Target Tracker (Completed termly - whole school)
*  Daily formative assessment

*  Subject leader keeps samples of children’s work in a portfolio
" Moderate individual work with staff

*  Appropriate CPD where necessary

*  Analysis of SATS data

*  Analysis of Year | phonics screening data

*  Teacher assessment

*  Pupll progress meeting - discuss concerns

SE

At our school, we teach English to all children, regardless of their ability and individual needs.
English forms part of the school curricuum policy to provide a broad and halanced education, with
high expectations for all children. Through owr English feaching, we provide learning opportunities
that enable all pupils to make good progress. We strive hard to meet the needs of those pupils awith
language, and we take all the reasonable steps to achiene this. AUl teaching in English is in conjunction
with the SEND policy.

Indtermention S trategies

AL St James the Less, intermvention strategies are implemented depending on the needs of the children.
ALL indernventions ore Adz,nb\{wxi on Class Internentions Map/s.

= TDL

= Caixh—up phonics (RWI intermvention)

*  Fresh Start (Phonics ,ﬁor Year 5/6 pup).l,s)

*  Tailored internvention J:J’uwughoui: school

Role of the Subject Leader

The Subject Leader should he responsible for improving the standards of feaching and learning in
English through:

e  Ensuring the policy is embedded throughout school

e Supporting colleagues in their professional development

e Monitoring and tracking progress across school

e Purchasing resources to support feaching

o Keeping all staff up to date with current developments

e Monitoring the teaching of English

° Momi'ormg, the M of the Lza,rm,mg, erwironment U\dudmg wo,r,ki,rug aualls

e Monitoring the deployment of support staff

Monitori ng

Monitoring is carried out by the Senior Management Team and Subject Leader. This involves:

e Staff questionnaires



L Pupil Vv

o | esson wisits

° Walk ﬂLr;o,ug}vs

o  Book loocks

o  Tnlernal moderation

o  Eternal moderation

o All staff will be innvolved in a lesson study to share good practice

English Impack

By the time children leave St J.aames the Less, they are appreciative of owr rich and varied Literacy
heritage, passionate readers, awho read both widely and often, are competent in the art of speaking
and acquire Listening skills needed to support them to succeed in forthcoming education. They
acquire a wide vocabulary range and a thorough understanding of grammar and knowledge of
Wm corwentions @or rm.djumg, Awribing and /spo,kzn Lan.g,u,ag,a

Thi/sp,ol);oi)sh,ouldalﬁo bzmmwiﬂmoﬂmrﬁdﬁoolpohmgndﬁhnuldﬂmm@rzbzrmdm
cony i nw&hﬂw{oﬂowm%:

e Phonics and early reading policy
e Teaching and learning policy
®  Assessment policy
e Marking and. [eedback policy
®  Special Education Needs policy
e The Writing Framework
hitps://assets publishing service.gon uk/media /68627890 fel.ad - 9437 chech /The awriting fra

MRAJOT JQM

Appendices
le.@ RRR.

e Appendix | - Early Learning Goals

Reniew

This p,o,bwé il be reamieed. ..o

Appendin |
httpﬁ://aﬁﬁdﬁ,pubhﬁ}ungwui&%oN uk/gpuynmmi/uploadﬁ/ﬁgﬁiﬂn/uploﬂdﬁ/ﬂﬁﬂ@hmmmaﬁlz/
974907 /EYFS_framework - March 03| .pd[

Communication and L,an,g,ua,gz

[ L}./stammg, Altertion and Undﬁnsinnding ELG
Children ak the expected level of denvelopment: will:

. Lmiznaﬁmm@andrmpnnde}th}wwiﬂmrmgniwhom,mmmm
adiomw}wxbm%rmdioanddwin%w}wlzdasﬁdiﬁmmmmdﬁmoﬂgroup
interactions;


https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/686e7890fe1a249e937cbecb/The_writing_framework.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/686e7890fe1a249e937cbecb/The_writing_framework.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/974907/EYFS_framework_-_March_2021.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/974907/EYFS_framework_-_March_2021.pdf

e Make comments about what they have heard and .ask questions to clarify their
undmvsi‘nnd*n,g
o Hold corwersation when engaged in back-.and- forth exchanges with their feacher and peers.

. Sp.@a)dmg ELG
Children ak the expected level of denvelopment awill:

o Participate in small group, class and one-to-.one discussions, offering their own ideas,
wsing recently introdiced vocabulary:

o Offer explanations for why things might happen, making use of recently introduced
N;ombul,an& from stories, ron- fiction, rh)g;mm and poems when appropriate;
of past, present and future tenses and making wse of conjpunctions, with modelling and
support from their feacher.

Personal, Social and Emotional Dmvd.opnwni

3. Self-Regulation ELG
Children at the expected level of denvelopment awill:

e Show an understanding of their own feelings and those of others, and bhegin to regulate
their hehawiowr accordingly;

e Set.and work towards simple goals, heing able to wait for what they want and control their
immediate impulses when appropriate;

o Gine focused attention to what the teacher says, responding appropriately even when
engaged. in activity, and show an abxlxi‘)& to fﬁollow instructions irw;ob\/img senveral ideas .or
actions.

k. Managing SelfELG
Children ak the expected level of denvelopment will:

. Bzmn{idmiob%nmmmmmmwyxdwdw,rmm%rﬁmummﬂm
face of challenge;

. E/Jcplmn the reasons @m‘ rules, krow rig}xt 4:rom wrong and try to bhehare a,c,c,ording,b&:

. ManagzﬂWownbam}Wmmdwmmlm,mdmgdrw,gpMmmmw
and undznsi’ar\,dxng the importance o{ J'\zalﬂ'uaL ,(fo,o,d choices.

S. Building Relationships ELG
Children at the expected level of denvelopment awill:

o Work and PlcubL mopzrai‘iszbL and take turns with others;
e Form px)/sii'u/z attachments to adults .and Pwmdﬁhpp/s Jwith peers;
e Show /sznxsm)\/,{h& to theu own and to others needs.



Physical development
6. Gross Motor Skills ELG
Children ak the expected level of denvelopment awill:
. Nzg;ob.,aia Apace and ohstacles /50.{2,].1& wikh corsideration for themselves and others;

o Demonstrate strength, balance and coordination when W‘ug.
° M.ore Mg)zb\mllg such as runnimg, d)um,pxng ,d,amng ho,p,pxng /s,kx,ppm.g and /dAmbAng

7. Fire Motor Skils ELG
Children ak the expected level of denvelopment awill:

. Houawwwmgwmn@rwwnw—mingﬂ’mi:ripo,d;g,ripmuhnmsi
all coses:

o Usea range ;o% small tools, ,mdudu\,g ACISBOIA, pmnt brushes and uiﬂfﬂ&:

e Begin to show accuracy and care when drawing.

Lii:v‘,a%

8. Comprehension ELG
Children ak the expected level of denvelopment will:

° Dmmwmﬁwoéwwmmrmuﬂmb%rwmummd
narrokives using their own words and rmﬂ)& introdiced. Mombul,or%;

e Anticipate - where appropriate - key events in stories;

e Use .and understand. rmﬂ/& introdiced. N)ombular)g, during discussions about stories, ron-

Wﬂ, r}\xfr\zﬁ and poemsa anud ,clwm;g, r,olz-pla,g..

9. Woord Rwding ELG
Children ak the expected level of denvelopment awill:

e Say a sound for each letter in the alphabet and at least |0 digraphs;

o  Read words consistent with their phonic knowlzdg,a by sound- blzndin%

° Rmdaloudémplzﬁmmdbookﬁﬂwiwzmmw&wiﬂxihwwmkmww.
i ing some cormmon exception words.

10. Writing ELG
Children at the expected level of denvelopment awill:

e Wirite recognisable letters, most of which are correctly formed;

° Spdlword&b&idu%}ngmmd&Mﬂwnmdrzprz&Mugihzmeiﬂ\aW,o,r
letters:

o Write simple phrases and sentences that can be read by others.



M.athematics

[1. Nawmber ELG
Children ak the expected level of denvelopment awill:

Hone a deep understanding of rumber to 10, including the composition of each number:;
Subitise (recognise quantities without counting) up to 5;

Auiomhmﬂ)& recall (without rz{zrmio rhwm, counting or other aids) mmbzrb,ond/su,p
to 5 (including subtraction facts) and some number bonds to 10, including double facts.

[ . Naumerical Patterns ELG
Children at the excpected. level of development will:

Verhally count beyond 0, recognising the pattern of the counting system;

Compare quantities up to 10 in different contents, recognising when one guantity is greater
than, less than or the same as the other quantity;

Explore and represent patterns within numbers up to 10, incuding evens and odds, double

Understanding the W.orld

|3. Past .and Present ELG
Children at the expected level of denvelopment awill:

Tolkabouiﬂwz@mo{ﬂwpmplzmoundﬂmandﬂ\wrolmin/s,oazb&:

Know some similarities and differences betuween things in the past .and now, drawing on
ﬂ\mrz/xpzrwmandw}\at}mbmnrmdmd@s&;

Understand the past through settings, characters and events encountered in hooks read in
d@s&and&borgielling:

I4. People Culture and Communities ELG
Children at the expected level of denvelopment awill:

Describe their immediate erwironment using knowledge from obsermation, discussion,
stories, non- fiction fexts and maps;

Know some similarities and dxﬁzrm bebuween dAMzmni rzhxg)‘.ows and. culbural communities
in this country, drowing on their experiences and what has been read in class;
Emplmnmmmmmarldd%rmbzhumh{zmﬂ\mmm%mdh{zmoﬂ\u
countries, drawing on knowledge from stories, non- fiction fexts and - when appropriate -
maps.

I5. The Natwral Waorld ELG
Children at the expected level of denvelopment awill:



e Emxplore the natural world around them, making obsermations and drawing pictures of
anmals and pl,ani'/s;

e Know some similarities and differences betuween the natural world around them and
conbrasting erwironments, drawing on theu experiences and what has been read. in class;

e Understand some important processes and changes in the natural world around them,
in.dudimg the seasons and changing stales of matter.

Expressive Arts and Design

6. Crmiimg. with Materials ELG
Children ak the expected level of denvelopment awill:

e Safely use and explore a variety of materials, tools and techniques, experimenting with
colour, design, fenture, form and function;

e Share their creations, explaining the process they have used:

e Make use of props and materials when role playing characters in narratives and stories.

|7. Bz)un,g Imaginab;ma ard E/Joprz/s/si)\/z ELG
Children ak the expected level of denvelopment awill:

o Trwent, adapt and recount narratives and stories with peers and their teacher:;

e Sing a range of well-known rursery rhymes and songs;
e Perform songs, rhymes, poems and stories with others, and - when appropriate - try to

mone i tume awith muusic.



